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Postal Service Interrogatories for DMA Witness But 

USPSIDMA-Tl-15. Please refer to your testimony at pages 19-20, and Attachment 1 to 

this interrogatory. 

(a) Is it your testimony that the observations of letters being handled in flats 

operations, and so on, are the result of “misclocking”? If your answer is negative, 

please explain fully. 

lb) Please confirm that the table in Attachment 1 provides a breakdown of the 

tally count data in spreadsheet DMA17.xls (USPS-LR-H-305) by the activity the 

employee is observed performing, as recorded in IOCS question 19. 

(4 Please confirm that the table in Attachment 1 indicates that there are 

observations of letters being handled in flat operations, and so on, based on the 

employee’s sampled (as opposed to clocked in) activity. 

(4 Please confirm that the observations of letters being handled at flat cases, 

reported in Attachment 1, are fi the result of “misclocking.” 

W If you do not confirm part (d), please explain your theory of how 

“misclocking” affects the employee’s sampled activity. Please also explain, as 

necessary, whether your theory is simpler than alternate explanations for the data 

(e.g., that there are some letters in the flats mailstream since the dimensions of 

pieces are not individually measured when the letter and flat mailstreams are 

separated). 

USPSIDMA-Tl-16. Please refer to your testimony at page 20 and to Tr. 17/8143-8144. 

Please confirm that you have not calculated the variance of witness Degen’s 



distribution key entries (the ratio of IOCS costs for a particular subclass in a 

distribution key to total IOCS costs for the distribution key) or of distributed volume 

variable costs, If you do not confirm, please provide complete results of your 

analysis, along with complete documentation of statistical formulas and assumptions. 

USPSIDMA-Tl-17. Please refer to your testimony at pages 25. 

(4 Is it your testimony that “not handling costs” are not causally related to mail 

handlings in the same cost pool? If not, please explain fully. 

W Is it your testimony that witness Degen’s not-handling distribution is 

incorrect primarily because you believe that “not handling costs” are not causally 

related to mail handlings in the same cost pool? If not, please explain fully. 

(4 Suppose it is correct to assume that “not handling costs” are causally 

related to mail handlings in the same cost pool. Would it then be appropriate to 

distribute the “not handling costs” within the same cost pool? Please explain fully. 

USPS/DMA-Tl-18. Please refer to your testimony at page 25. 

(4 Please provide the quantitative analysis of variability and/or cost causality, 

including all statistical tests that demonstrate the causal relationship between your 

cost driver(s) and “not handling costs,” upon which your “not handling cost” 

distribution is based. 

lb) If your answer to part (a) indicates that you have performed no quantitative 

analysis of variability or cost causality, please confirm that your proposed “not 

handling cost” distribution is based on untested assumptions regarding patterns 



of cost causality. 

(4 If your answer to part (a) indicates that you have performed no quantitative 

analysis of variability or cost causality, please confirm that your own proposed 

“not handling cost” distribution is “unfounded” by the standards you apply to 

witness Degen’s methodology. If you do not confirm, please explain fully. 
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